CHAPTER XXVIII
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
Controlling Factors in International Relations
The relations between one country and another depend largely upon
the desire of each country to accomplish the following purposes: (1) to
find markets for its own products; (2) to purchase commodities which
it does not produce; (3) to find homes for its surplus population; (4)
to find opportunities for its people to invest capital or otherwise make a
living away from home without losing their own citizenship; (5) to pro-
tect or otherwise help people of its own race, language, religion, or culture
in other countries; (6) to protect itself from aggression; (7) to establish
cultural relations through travel and the exchange of all sorts of ideas.
In the pursuit of these objectives every energetic country tends to expand
its sphere of influence. Sometimes this expansion is commercial; some-
times it consists of sending out settlers to regions which have a differ-
ent political allegiance; and sometimes it takes the form of taking posses-
sion of new territories. All three processes often go on together. The
countries which have the greatest energy, that is, those of the cyclonic
regions, are by far the most active in all this. Those that have seacoasts,
especially coasts bordering directly on the main oceans, also tend to be
especially active, because they have the best chance to reach other parts
of the world.
The degree to which this process of expansion creates friction with
other countries depends largely upon geographical conditions. If a coun-
try has large undeveloped areas of its own, it is less likely to interfere with
other countries, as is the case with the United States, Canada, and Argen-
tina. If it can take possession of new territories across the sea as fast as it
needs them, it is well content to leave its neighbors alone. This was the
situation in Great Britain during the nineteenth fcentury. If a country
is hemmed in so that it cannot expand, and there are no backward over-
seas territories of which it can take possession, as in the case of Germany,
it is likely to make trouble.
Colonies and Empires
Because of this desire for expansion the course of history has been
full of cases where strong nations have spread their power over weak
539

